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North Macedonia
From a colourful revolution to a colourful government
One year to turn everything around?

25 June 2018
12:30 — 14:00
(light lunch from 12:00)

Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung EU Office
Rue du Taciturne 38, Brussels

Roundtable Discussion

Erwan Fouéré, Associate Senior Research Fellow at the Centre for European Policy Studies
Kalinka Gaber, State Secretary at the Secretariat for European Affairs, Skopje
Aleksandar Stojanovski, Researcher at the Eurothink Center for European Studies, Skopje

Chaired by Eva Ellereit, Director of the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Skopje

The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung EU Office has the pleasure of inviting you to a roundtable dis-
cussion on Macedonia, one year after its new government came to power. We will consider
what has already been achieved over this period, and important steps the country must take
in the future.

In 2016 Macedonia’s ‘colourful revolution’ led to fresh elections, which in turn brought a new
government to power. In May 2017 The Social Democratic Union of Macedonia (SDSM)
formed an alliance with ethnic Albanian parties, and Prime Minister Zaev and his team
brought fresh impetus to the country and the region.

Zaev’s government has set a new course in both domestic and foreign affairs. In January,
the country signed a friendship agreement with Bulgaria, and this month it managed to settle
a decades-long dispute with Greece over its name: it will now be called the Republic of North
Macedonia.

The new government has revitalised Macedonian efforts to forge stronger links with Europe,
including the drawing up of an ambitious plan to strengthen the rule of law and media free-
doms, which resonated strongly in the entire region. Skopje is also pushing for a start date
for negotiations with the EU, expected to be announced at the European Council Summit at
the end of June.

Please register by Friday, 22 June: https://www.fes-europe.eu/events/event-reqgistration/
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