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Presentation of the Final Report of the Task Force >EEAS 2.0«

10 May 2021, 17:30-18:45

From Self-doubt to
Self-assurance

The European External Action Service as the Indispensable

Support for an Effective Foreign Policy
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INVITATION

At a time when the European Union needs to act as a cohe-
sive force to avoid becoming a pawn in the hands of major
powers, EU countries are struggling to set aside their dif-
ferences and focus on the common interest. Despite signif-
icant achievements, one crisis-decade and two High Repre-
sentatives / Vice Presidents (HRVPs) on from the entry into
force of the Treaty of Lisbon, the European External Action
Service (EEAS) still suffers from a lack of buy-in and owner-
ship by member states and other parts of the EU adminis-
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PROGRAMME

17:30 SYNOPSIS OF THE REPORT

> Pierre Vimont, Chair of the Task Force, Ambas-
sadeur de France, Senior Associate Researcher at
Carnegie Europe, first Executive Secretary General
of the EEAS

> Ronja Kempin, Senior Fellow German Institute for
International and Security Affairs

tration.

COMMENTS
> Niels Annen, Minister of State at the Federal Foreign
Office, Germany

The tenth anniversary of the Service is an opportune mo-
ment to take stock of the EEAS’ contribution to forging a
more active, coherent and visible EU foreign policy. Led by
the EEAS' former Executive Secretary General Pierre Vimont,
a high-level group of (former) diplomats, officials of EU in- DISCUSSION
stitutions and member states, as well as NGO representa-
tives, academics and think tankers have conducted an inde-
pendent review of the first decade of the EEAS’ operation.

Chaired by:
Renate Tenbusch, Director EU Office FES Brussels

The report reappraises the EEAS’ actual and potential mis- 18:45 END OF THE EVENT
sion for the years to come, considering the dynamic eco-
system within which it functions. Distilling key lessons from Note: Simultaneous interpretation is provided in English and German.
the first decade of operation of the Service, the report spells
out 30 recommendations aimed at addressing the identi-
fied shortcomings, thereby assisting the EEAS in better ful-

filling its mission and updating its modus operandi.

Theinvolved organisations, Centre for European Policy Stud-
ies (CEPS), Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) and the Swedish
Institute for European Policy Studies (SIEPS), see this publi- @ PLEASE REGISTER HERE
cation as their contribution to the debate on a more auton-
omous and sovereign Europe. The report offers a starting
point for a fundamental debate on the topic of the EU’s
foreign and security policy. The aim is to bring the debate
on the foreign policy performance of the EU onto the na-
tional levels within the framework of the joint FES project
on Sovereign Europe.
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PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING TECHNICAL AND PROCEDURAL ASPECTS

> Your confirmation will arrive via E-mail on the day before the webinar and include a link to enter the meeting room.
» Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung uses the software of the US company Zoom for its webinars. Zoom’s technical infrastructure is stored on US servers. FES does

not store any data from webinar participants in the zoom system. Following the principle of data economy. There is no obligation to use the audio,
chat webcam function during the webinar session (https://zoom.us/de-de/privacy.html).

»  Zoom works well with PC, smartphone or tablet. You can find the app »Zoom Cloud Meeting«in the respective App Store. Otherwise, when opening
your personalized entrance-URL, a free client program for PC, Mac or Linux is being installed. Please just follow the instructions.



https://brussels.fes.de/index.php?id=69

