
ENSURING A RULE OF LAW MECHANISM 
FOR EU ENLARGEMENT 

VIRTUAL PANEL DISCUSSION ON 2 MARCH 2021, 15.00 –16.15

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING TECHNICAL AND PROCEDURAL ASPECTS 

›   Your confirmation will arrive via E-mail on the day before the webinar and include a link to enter the meeting room.
› It is not permitted to record the event. The online event will be held using the Zoom software, which will provide a link for participating. On first using 

Zoom, this access link will initiate the download of the client software (»Zoom-launcher.exe«). This software needs to be executed or installed (recom-
mended) on your computer. In case you would like to avoid the download, please click on the link »join via browser«. Note: This option is only available 
for Google Chrome and Microsoft Edge.

›  Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung uses the software of the US company Zoom for its webinars. Zoom’s technical infrastructure is stored on US servers. FES does 
not store any data from webinar participants in the zoom system. Following the principle of data economy, it is also possible to join the webinar with an 
altered username (e. g. Jane Public). There is no obligation to use the audio, chat webcam function during the webinar session (https://zoom.us/de-de/
privacy.html).

›  Zoom works well with PC, smartphone or tablet. You can find the app »Zoom Cloud Meeting« in the respective App Store. Otherwise, when opening 
your personalized entrance-URL, a free client program for PC, Mac or Linux is being installed. Please just follow the instructions.

To tackle democratic backsliding in Member States, the Europe-
an Union has created several new tools and mechanisms to safe-
guard European values, democracy and the rule of law. For the 
first time, the bloc has introduced a »rule of law conditionality« 
for accessing EU funds, with the aim of ensuring better protection 
from these funds being misused by EU governments. Although 
the new rules apply first of all to Member States, they will be also 
closely monitored by candidate countries, especially in the West-
ern Balkans. 

The EU should also hold leaders from enlargement countries in 
the region politically accountable for violating EU rules and Eu-
ropean values, as suggested by a recently published FES policy 
paper. How can the new approaches to better protect the rule 
of law in EU member countries be expanded to candidate coun-
tries? What lessons can be learned from these new mechanisms 
for the future of enlargement policy? What role do citizens and 
the media play in protecting democracy and the rule of law in the 
Western Balkans?

In our virtual panel discussion, high-level speakers from Brussels, 
Albania and North-Macedonia will give progressive answers to 
these and other questions related to safeguarding European val-
ues, democracy and the rule of law in the EU and candidate coun-
tries for a successful future of the European enlargement policy.

INVITATION  PROGRAMME

15.00 WELCOME 
Stine Klapper, Director FES Albania

15.05 VIRTUAL PANEL DISCUSSION
›   Katarina Barley, Vice President  

of the European Parliament
›  Etilda Gjonaj, Minister of Justice of Albania 
›  Bojan Maricikj, Minister of Justice of North Macedonia 

Moderated by Dušan Reljić,
German Institute for International and Security Affairs

15.50 Q&A SESSION  
Moderated by Eva Ellereit, 
Director FES North Macedonia

16.15 Close

PLEASE REGISTER HERE

EU-OFFICE BRUSSELS

https://zoom.us/de-de/privacy.html
https://zoom.us/de-de/privacy.html
https://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/albanien/16595.pdf
https://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/albanien/16595.pdf
https://brussels.fes.de/index.php?id=69

